
Taking Back Your School Board: 
How to Grow a Parent Led Movement

A National Parent Led Movement



2021 BEST Coalition Spring Tour
4/5 Jupiter, FL

4/14 Atlanta, GA
4/14 North Gwinnett, GA

4/15 Columbus, GA
4/24 Portland, OR
4/30 Orlando, FL

5/1 Fuquay Varina, NC
5/2 Jacksonville, NC
5/3 Columbus, NC

5/10 Vero Beach, FL
5/11 Stuart, FL

5/12 San Antonio, TX

5/12 Bastrop, TX
5/14 Dallas, TX

5/17 Pittsburgh, PA
5/20 Scottsdale, AZ

5/21 Tucson, AZ
5/22 Peoria, AZ

5/25 Phoenix, AZ
6/10 Pittsburgh, PA
6/11 Harrisburg, PA

6/14 Medina, OH
6/15 Delaware, OH
6/17 Cincinnati, OH



About BEST.
Building Education for Students Together’s mission is to ignite a national parent-led 
movement by building, educating, and mobilizing the largest network of parent activists in the 
country to advocate for their children’s education through the election of school board members 
and the passage of policies that align with our vision of expanding education freedom.



The Role of the Parent Is Under Assault In America



What’s the 
Government’s Role in 

Helping Parents 
According to the 

Biden Plan?



“Investing in Children at Birth Plan”

What are the 
risks to 
Parental 
Rights?



COVID School Closures Have Awakened Parents

● Anti American Political Ideology
● Critical Race Theory
● Gender Identity Indoctrination
● Comprehensive Sex Education
● Need for enhanced School Choice 

Laws
● Lack of Parental Respect and/or 

Authority



Where Can Parents Go For Support?
  

The School Board? 



School Boards from the West Coast to the East Coast are Censoring, 
Harassing, and Targeting Parents as “The Opposition” 



Georgia School Boards Joins 
“Cancel Culture” to Prevent 
Transparent Oversight by 

Eliminating Citizen Input at 
School Board Meetings



North Carolina’s Largest 
School District Joins 

“Cancel Culture”

District instructs teachers to ignore the 
concerns of white parents because 

“White parents children are benefiting 
from the system”



   How are Ohio students taught CRT ideologies? 

Embedded in Diversity, Equity, Inclusion
Social Justice

Culturally Responsive

Sample Programs:
Unconscious Bias

Courageous Conversations
Creation of DIE departments

*Teaches white privilege, advantage, and benefit
*Systemic racism is embedded in all aspect of American culture



How are School 
District bringing 
in CRT Ideologies 
despite CRT bans?



Add resources and action steps

Teachers forced to write PLEDGE disclaiming their 
“Whiteness”



Encouraging for white 
children to claim identity as 

a White Critical, White 
Traitor, or White Abolitionist

Examples of  how 
Students are asked to 
identify themselves.





Samples of Embedding CRT in ELA Curriculums

● Embed Social and Emotional 
Learning

● Follow Best Practice of Culturally 
Responsive Teaching

● Discuss Social and Political Issues
○ Examples given:

■ Police relations
■ Women’s Rights
■ Race Relations
■ Environmental concerns   

“Our ultimate goal is to create 
democracies in the classroom”

HMH or Houghton Mifflin Harcourt



 

  What are Steps to Stop 
Critical Race Theory in Ohio?



 
Ohio House Rep 

Don Jones takes Action 

Phone: 614-644-8728



 OHIO CRT  HB322 
Facing Opposition

● Teacher’s Union
● Educators
● Democrats 
● Few Republicans

Bill”Ban Teaching of Racism” ???



 

  What’s the Answer to Taking Back our Schools?



Action Step 1 
Empowering and Supporting Parents 

Run for School Board 

Action Step 2  
Educating Parents and the Community 

Action Step 3  
Strategically Organize Local Parents

Action Step 4 
Unifying Parent Groups Across the State

Building Statewide Parent Coalitions

Taking Action!



Step 1

Empowering and Supporting Parents
 

BEST is committed to taking back our 
schools, one school board seat at a time

by actively recruiting, supporting, and training 
parents to win school board campaigns



● The BEST Academy is a FREE  
6 week training program for those 
interested in or planning on 
running for school board

● Offered every Tuesday (7pm ET) 
LIVE on Zoom 

● Candidates, Parents, or Potential 
Candidates can jump on at any 
time to start the training!

BEST Academy



BEST Academy

6/8/21
Topic: Before Declaring Your Candidacy

6/15/21
Topic: Marketing Yourself As a Candidate

6/22/21
Topic: Racing to the Finish Line

6/29/21
Topic: The Power of Grassroots

7/6/21
Topic: You’re Elected! Now what?



Step 2 
Educating Parents and the Community 
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Step 2: ABC Empowering Each Other Through 

Knowledge on the Issues and Process

A) Understand the Facts 
 Attend School Board Meetings 
● Review the agenda and read all back up materials 
● Listen for suttle slips and pieces of  information that don’t line up or match previous 

statements
B)   Request Public Resources and Information

Freedom of Information Act  
● Submit a FOIA request to be given access to the debate and decision making process 

of your elected officials. If requested, the government is required to give access to 
records via “Open records laws” and “Sunshine laws.”

○ You can request missing or undisclosed materials related to trainings, 
curriculum, supporting curriculum materials,  and emails between 
departments and staff.

 



  C)   Share with others information you have learned!

● Speak at Public School Board Meeting
Know the school board citizen input rules

○ Rules for signing up - deadlines and submission processes
○ Speaking time given
○ Always close by including your contact information for others to 

connect with you or your group 
○ Have extra copies of your speech to give to any media attending  

● Write Letters to the Editors
 Let others know what you know.  Start a letter writing campaign. 

● General rule 200 to 250 words per submission
● Rules on how other you can submit a LTE



Step 3 
Strategically Organizing Local Parents
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  Step 3: Stay connected to share information and action steps

Social Media Page 
● Create a group name that is inclusive of Who, What, Where and 

easy to find
Examples:  
○ Allegheny County Parents for Quality Education
○ Cincinnati Parents Know Best

 Add resources and action steps
Email and Text

● Always have a clipboard to gather contact information at rallies and 
school events

Next
Steps



Step 4 
Building Statewide Parent Coalitions 
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Text “BEST” to 41490

LZorc@FreedomWorks.org

www.ParentsKnowBest.com

 Ohio Parents Know BEST 
Join the Movement!


